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through obstacles amid sparks, fire and sounds of warfare. Eventually, a video camera falls from the sky onto a Jasper Johns-like
target painted on the spool, now stationary and on its side. Camera effects turn the surfaces of objects to a muddy yellow, which
has the result of muting the violence. In this strange, beautiful, rhythmic alchemy of anxiety and pointless haste, Rios presents
disarming commentary on the futility of war.

Social critique and celebratory folk art blend in the noteworthy Untitled (Cutout Drawing Large), 2011. The 5-by-13-foot piece
pictures hundreds of different guns-their barrels directed toward the viewer. As with Rios's treatment of Latin-American culture in

general, the cutout drawing asks those familiar with Mexico's cultural history and current daily life to interrogate the degrading
situation in which humans are reduced to senselessly killing other humans.

Photo: Miguel Angel Rios: Don’t Look For Me . .. You Won't Find Me, 2002, three-channel video projection, approx. 8 minutes; at
the Des Moines Art Center.
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